
Assessment Study 47

Factsheet 5:Factsheet 5:Factsheet 5:Factsheet 5:Factsheet 5:

HPP Mati 1, 2, 3 -Local habitants against hydropower;

it threatens agriculture

Description On 21 September 2012, the Ministry of Energy signed a concessionary agreement with 
Prot.No. 375, Rep No.203 Col., with a group of companies (Riviera ltd; Energy Projekt ltd; 
EHW ltd; and AtlantikJStc) for the construction of 8 hydropower plants in Mati River. 
However, the concession was sold to Enso Hydro Energy group (90% of the shares) and on 
14 May 2016, the company established for the implementation of the concession 
contract (Mati Hydropower ltd) requested a contract amendment asking for renewal of 
time schedules due to delays in receiving all respective licenses and amending the project 
implementation study from 8 HPPs to only 3 HPPs namely Mati 1, Mati 2 and Mati 3. 
Mat Hydropower company is in the process of receiving licenses however they have been 
faced with strong rejection from local community in Klos municipality for the construction 
of the HPPs. The first public consultation scheduled for 16 December 2016 was turned 
into a strong community street protest with inhabitants arguing that the HPPs would dry 
up the rivers, threaten agriculture production, and thus would force their displacement. 
The local mayor has publically stated that the voice of local citizens is clear which will 
guide his decisions regarding the HPPs development. The local mayor has demanded to 
the company to change the project design and avoid tunnel construction and derivation 
channel due to the impact for the local community. 

Basic data Mati Hydropower sh.p.k 
The cascade along the Mati River consists of 3 hydroelectric power plants and is situated 
in Mati river close to Klos municipality.  It utilizes a section of the river at 350m to 166.5m 
above sea level with a catchment area of about 500.7km2. The cascade comprises one 
power plant at intermediate pressure stage with a drop height of approximately 90m and 
2 power plants at low-pressure stages conceived as diversion plants. The planned annual 
production amounts to 130 GWh with a total installed capacity of around 30 MW. 

  

Source of conflict Water management  -1st  level of conflict 
 
Water diversion  -  2nd  level conflict 
 
Environmental impact  -  3rd  level of conflict 
 

Project details and actors 
Project area 
Level of investment  

Mati Hydropower shpk 
Owned 90% by Enso Hydro Energy 
 
Local habitants; local media. 

The conflict and 
mobilization 

Street protest, official complaint letter to the Ministry of Energy and Industry; National 
Agency of Environment;  

Conflict impact Potential 
Environmental impact: landscape loss, biodiversity loss, water diversion, 
 
Potential 
Social –economic impact: agriculture production threatened; in contradiction with tourism 
local plans;  

Conflict outcome In licensing phase 
No institutional changes 
Unknown. 

Sources and 
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o http://www.ikub.al/ligje_category/16/08/04/per-miratimin-e-kontrates-shtese-
te-koncesionit-per-disa-ndryshime-dhe-shtesa-ne-
0160.aspx?cookiesenabled=false 

o TV Bulqiza, “Protest of Klos inhabitants regarding Mat Hydropower company 
plans for HPP construction; 17 December 2016;  http://www.tvbulqiza.al/klos-
banoret-ne-proteste-kunder-ndertimit-te-hece-ve 

o http://www.oranews.tv/vendi/banoret-e-klosit-kunder-ndertimit-te-hec-eve-
bllokuan-rrugen/ 




